INTERVIEW WITH THE SUNDAY TIMES 



Stephen Paul of the Sunday Times interviews Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad, Head of the 

Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam. 



The first question I would like to ask you is how many followers do you have in the U.K. and in the 

whole world? 

I suppose there would be around eight to ten thousand at the most in the United 
Kingdom. This I can estimate from the attendance of important functions which 
may vary from five to six thousand, but I am not sure. 

The estimate made by my predecessor about 10 years ago was 10000000, a 
little more or less and of which 3 to 4000000 are Pakistani Ahmadis. The number of 
followers of Ahmadiyya varies from country to country, continent to continent. I 
think Africa takes second place which is particularly well represented in West Africa. 
There, in some countries, the number is approximately half a million. 

What about your Founder? What were the circumstances in which the sect was founded? 

I think the word founder is a misnomer. Every true religion is founded by God. The 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, is also referred as the Founder of 
Islam. As far as the general term is concerned and as ordinarily understood, people 
refer to Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian as the Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Community in the context which I have explained. It was revealed to him that he had 
been appointed the Promised Reformer of the latter days. That is how the Community 
was founded. It happened in stages. The first revelation he received from God 
regarding his commission was that he had been chosen for important tasks. Slowly 
and steadily over a number of years he received many revelations in which he was 
informed that he was the Mahdi or Promised Reformer whose advent had been 
foretold by the Holy Prophet of Islam. Then it was revealed to him that Jesus did not 
ascend physically to heaven as was generally understood. He was a prophet of God 
who died a natural death, after having been delivered alive from the cross in a state of 
coma or swoon. Eater his wounds were treated by his disciples. Ointment was applied 
and gradually he gained strength. He lived for a while in the same area but after 
regaining full strength he migrated, in accordance with his own prophecy, in search of 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel, All this was not revealed to the Founder of the 
Ahmadiyya Movement in so many words as I am explaining to you but the 
fundamental points were revealed to him. Therefore in the light of these revelations he 
studied The Holy Quran, Bible and history and established the Ahmadiyya viewpoint 
which I have described in a nutshell. We do not believe Jesus was the son of God in 
the literal sense but he was a very special prophet of God - with the added title of 
Messiah. His prayer was accepted and he was saved from the cup of death on the 
cross. 1 He kept himself hidden for a while and only met his disciples in secret. He 
avoided people, towns and cities and gradually moved away from the place of 
crucifixion towards the east. Some people believe that first he travelled north to 



1 Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears 
unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; 

The Holy Bible. Hebrews 5: 7. (King James Authorised Version, 1611). 




